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Vivien
My dad is quite old, he's 81. My mum's about 15 years
younger. I have two brothers. Nigel, who is seven years
older than me, is a computer programmer, or he does
something with computers, I'm not sure what exactly.
His main interest is music, and he plays the guitar very
well, and the piano. He's married to Nikki, who is an
artist. She's half Swiss, and paints pictures for a living.
They live in London, and have two children. My other
brother, Chris, is a stockbroker, and he lives with his
family in Hong Kong because the firm he works for sent
him out there. They send him all over the world. He
met his wife Leslie in South Africa, when he was
working there. Leslie doesn't work ó she's a housewife
and she brings up the children. They've got four
children. So I have six nieces and nephews, which
means I have quite a lot of presents to buy at Christmas!
I come from quite a big family. I worked it out once that
I've got 25 cousins, because my dad's dad married
twice, and my mum's mum married twice, so I would
have had three sets of grandparents if they had all been
alive at the same time. However, I only remember one
grandparent, my grandmother on my mother's side, but
she died when I was very young so I only have very
vague memories of her. My mum has two brothers and
sisters, and she has three half-sisters. And my dad has
four brothers and sisters and two stepbrothers and
sisters.
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¬Ë‚¸ÂÌ
œ‡Ô‡ Û ÏÂÌˇ ‰Ó‚ÓÎ¸ÌÓ ÒÚ‡˚È, ÂÏÛ ‚ÓÒÂÏ¸‰ÂÒˇÚ
Ó‰ËÌ „Ó‰, ‡ Ï‡Ï‡ ÎÂÚ Ì‡ ÔˇÚÌ‡‰ˆ‡Ú¸ ÏÓÎÓÊÂ. ≈˘Â Û
ÏÂÌˇ ÂÒÚ¸ ‰‚‡ ·‡Ú‡. Õ‡È‰ÊÂÎ (Ì‡ ÒÂÏ¸ ÎÂÚ ÒÚ‡¯Â
ÏÂÌˇ) ó ÔÓ„‡ÏÏËÒÚ, ˜ÚÓ-ÚÓ Ú‡Ï ‰ÂÎ‡ÂÚ Ò
ÍÓÏÔ¸˛ÚÂ‡ÏË, Ô‡‚‰‡, ÌÂ ÁÌ‡˛ ÚÓ˜ÌÓ, ˜ÚÓ. ≈„Ó
ÓÒÌÓ‚ÌÓÂ Û‚ÎÂ˜ÂÌËÂ ó ÏÛÁ˚Í‡, ÓÌ ÓÚÎË˜ÌÓ Ë„‡ÂÚ
Ì‡ „ËÚ‡Â Ë Ì‡ ÔË‡ÌËÌÓ. ” ÌÂ„Ó ÊÂÌ‡ ó ÕËÍË. ŒÌ‡
Ì‡ÔÓÎÓ‚ËÌÛ ¯‚ÂÈˆ‡Í‡, ËÒÛÂÚ Í‡ÚËÌ˚, ÔÓ‰‡ÂÚ Ëı
Ë ˝ÚËÏ Á‡‡·‡Ú˚‚‡ÂÚ Ì‡ ÊËÁÌ¸. ΔË‚ÛÚ ÓÌË ‚
ÀÓÌ‰ÓÌÂ, Û ÌËı ‰‚ÓÂ ‰ÂÚÂÈ. ÃÓÂ„Ó ‚ÚÓÓ„Ó ·‡Ú‡
ÁÓ‚ÛÚ ¥ËÒ, ÓÌ ·ËÊÂ‚ÓÈ Ï‡ÍÎÂ ËÎË ·ÓÍÂ. ŒÌ Ò
ÒÂÏ¸ÂÈ ÊË‚ÂÚ ‚ √ÓÌÍÓÌ„Â, ÚÛ‰‡ Â„Ó Ì‡Ô‡‚ËÎ‡
ÙËÏ‡, ‚ ÍÓÚÓÓÈ ÓÌ ‡·ÓÚ‡ÂÚ. ≈„Ó ÔÓÒ˚Î‡˛Ú ‚
ÍÓÏ‡Ì‰ËÓ‚ÍË ÔÓ ‚ÒÂÏÛ ÏËÛ. —Ó Ò‚ÓÂÈ ÊÂÌÓÈ
ÀÂÒÎË ÓÌ ÔÓÁÌ‡ÍÓÏËÎÒˇ, ÍÓ„‰‡ ‡·ÓÚ‡Î ‚ ﬁÊÌÓÈ
¿ÙËÍÂ. ÀÂÒÎË ÌÂ ‡·ÓÚ‡ÂÚ, ÓÌ‡ Á‡ÌËÏ‡ÂÚÒˇ ‰ÓÏÓÏ Ë
‚ÓÒÔËÚ˚‚‡ÂÚ ‰ÂÚÂÈ. ” ÌËı ˜ÂÚ‚ÂÓ ‰ÂÚÂÈ.
œÓÎÛ˜‡ÂÚÒˇ, ˜ÚÓ Û ÏÂÌˇ ˆÂÎ˚ı ¯ÂÒÚ¸ ÔÎÂÏˇÌÌËˆ Ë
ÔÎÂÏˇÌÌËÍÓ‚, ‡ ˝ÚÓ ÁÌ‡˜ËÚ, ˜ÚÓ ÏÌÂ ÔËıÓ‰ËÚÒˇ
ÔÓÍÛÔ‡Ú¸ ˆÂÎÛ˛ ÍÛ˜Û ÔÓ‰‡ÍÓ‚ Ì‡ –ÓÊ‰ÂÒÚ‚Ó. Õ‡¯‡
ÒÂÏ¸ˇ ·ÓÎ¸¯‡ˇ. ﬂ Í‡Í-ÚÓ ÔÓ‰Ò˜ËÚ‡Î‡, ˜ÚÓ Û ÏÂÌˇ 25
‰‚Ó˛Ó‰Ì˚ı ÒÂÒÚÂ Ë ·‡Ú¸Â‚, ÔÓÚÓÏÛ ˜ÚÓ ÏÓÈ
‰Â‰Û¯Í‡ ÔÓ ÓÚˆÛ ·˚Î ÊÂÌ‡Ú ‰‚‡Ê‰˚ Ë ÏÓˇ ·‡·Û¯Í‡
ÔÓ Ï‡ÏÂ ÚÓÊÂ ‰‚‡Ê‰˚ Á‡ÏÛÊÌˇˇ. ≈ÒÎË ·˚ ÓÌË ‚ÒÂ
·˚ÎË ÊË‚˚, Û ÏÂÌˇ ·˚ÎÓ ·˚ ÚË Ô‡˚ ·‡·Û¯ÂÍ Ë
‰Â‰Û¯ÂÍ. ÕÓ ˇ ÔÓÏÌ˛ ÚÓÎ¸ÍÓ ·‡·Û¯ÍÛ ÔÓ
Ï‡ÚÂËÌÒÍÓÈ ÎËÌËË, Ë ÚÓ Ó˜ÂÌ¸ ÒÏÛÚÌÓ: ÓÌ‡ ÛÏÂÎ‡,
ÍÓ„‰‡ ˇ ·˚Î‡ ÒÓ‚ÒÂÏ Ï‡ÎÂÌ¸ÍÓÈ. ” Ï‡Ï˚ ‰‚‡ ·‡Ú‡ Ë
‰‚Â ÒÂÒÚ˚ Ë Â˘Â ÚË Ò‚Ó‰Ì˚ı ÒÂÒÚ˚. ¿ Û Ô‡Ô˚
˜ÂÚ‚ÂÓ ·‡Ú¸Â‚ Ë ÒÂÒÚÂ, ‰‡ Â˘Â ‰‚‡ Ò‚Ó‰Ì˚ı ·‡Ú‡
Ë ‰‚Â Ò‚Ó‰Ì˚ı ÒÂÒÚ˚.
Œ·‡ ÏÓËı ·‡Ú‡ Ì‡ÏÌÓ„Ó ÒÚ‡¯Â ÏÂÌˇ, Ú‡Í ˜ÚÓ ˇ ÌÂ
Ó˜ÂÌ¸ ÏÌÓ„Ó Ó·˘‡Î‡Ò¸ Ò ÌËÏË ‚ ‰ÂÚÒÚ‚Â, ÔÓÚÓÏÛ ˜ÚÓ
‰ÓÏ‡ ÓÌË ·˚‚‡ÎË ÌÂ˜‡ÒÚÓ. ÃÂÊ‰Û Ì‡ÏË ‡ÁÌËˆ‡ ÔÓ
ÒÂÏ¸ ÎÂÚ: Ó‰ËÌ ·‡Ú ÒÚ‡¯Â ÏÂÌˇ Ì‡ ÒÂÏ¸ ÎÂÚ,
‰Û„ÓÈ Ì‡ ˜ÂÚ˚Ì‡‰ˆ‡Ú¸. œ‡‚‰‡, ÚÂÚˇ œ˝ÚÚË ÊËÎ‡ Ò
Ì‡ÏË ÌÂÍÓÚÓÓÂ ‚ÂÏˇ ‚ ‰ÂÂ‚ÌÂ. ¿ Û ÌÂÂ ˜ÂÚ‚ÂÓ
‰ÂÚÂÈ, ‰‚Â ‰Â‚Ó˜ÍË, ¥‡ÚÂËÌ‡ Ë —‡‡, ÔËÏÂÌÓ
ÏÓÂ„Ó ‚ÓÁ‡ÒÚ‡, Ú‡Í ˜ÚÓ ˇ Ëı Ò˜ËÚ‡Î‡ ÔÓ˜ÚË
ÒÂÒÚ‡ÏË. ÃÌÂ ˝ÚÓ Ì‡‚ËÎÓÒ¸. Ã˚ ‚ÏÂÒÚÂ ıÓ‰ËÎË ‚
¯ÍÓÎÛ, ‚ÏÂÒÚÂ Ë„‡ÎË.

My two brothers are a lot older than me, so I didn't see
them much when I was little because they weren't at
home that much. There are seven years between each
of us, so one brother is seven years older than me and
the other is fourteen years older than me. However, my
auntie Patty lived with us in the country for a while, and
she has four children, and the two girls, Catherine and
Sarah, were around my age, so it was like having two
sisters. This was nice, because we went to school
together and we could play together, and it was nice
having people of my age around.
My parents live in the country, in the south-west of ÃÓË Ó‰ËÚÂÎË ÊË‚ÛÚ ‚ ÒÂÎ¸ÒÍÓÈ ÏÂÒÚÌÓÒÚË Ì‡ ˛„ÓEngland. When I lived in England I used to go to visit Á‡Ô‡‰Â ¿Ì„ÎËË. ¥Ó‰‡ ˇ ÊËÎ‡ ‚ ¿Ì„ÎËË, ÚÓ ÔÓ˜ÚË
them maybe every month, but now of course it's much Í‡Ê‰˚È ÏÂÒˇˆ Ì‡‚Â˘‡Î‡ Ëı, ‡ ÒÂÈ˜‡Ò ÔËÂÁÊ‡˛ Í

more difficult, and now I go about twice a year.
Normally I go at Christmas, although not this year, and
some time in the summer. They live in the middle of
the country and it's really nice. There is a river, and you
can go for long walks and get some peace and quiet
after living in the city. My brother Nigel who lives in
London goes home quite a lot to visit them with his
children, but my older brother Chris can't go that often,
of course, as he's always very busy working in Hong
Kong.
In England, the stereotypical family is husband and wife
and 2.4 children, so they say, and a dog and a cat. We
have two cats, by the way. They were my cats, but when
I left to come and live in Hungary I took them to my
mum, who wasn't overjoyed at the time, but now she
quite likes them. We used to have a dog, a big golden
labrador, but he had to be put down 'cause he got very
sick, so that was quite sad. The English stereotypical
family of husband and wife is, I suppose, changing now
because there are a lot of one-parent families. A lot of
people get divorced now and live on their own, and
bring up their children on their own. What about my
parents? Well, my mother never worked, she was a
housewife, and she and my dad lived in Sri Lanka and
India for much of their married life, 'cause my dad was a
businessman. He's retired now but used to import, I
think it was whisky and fertilizer, from England to Sri
Lanka. My mum brought up two children there, so both
of my brothers were brought up in Sri Lanka and India.
They must have had a very idyllic childhood I heard
stories about them swimming in tropical seas and going
on expeditions to tea plantations, and it sounded really
nice. I was born a year after they moved back to
England, near London, so that's a bit different from
exotic Asia. I suppose in a way we conformed to the
typical stereotype of a family, in that my father was the
breadwinner and the head of the family, and my
mother was a housewife and brought up children.
Nowadays in England, most women seem to want to go
out to work, and even if they have children they send
them to a nursery or a creche at a very early age, and
go back to work to resume their careers. Also, quite
often now just the immediate family live together, and a
lot of old people live on their own, not usually with
their children and their grandchildren as used to be the
case.

ÌËÏ ÚÓÎ¸ÍÓ ‰‚‡ ‡Á‡ ‚ „Ó‰: Ó·˚˜ÌÓ, ÎÂÚÓÏ Ë Ì‡
–ÓÊ‰ÂÒÚ‚Ó, Ô‡‚‰‡, ÌÂ Ì‡ Ì˚ÌÂ¯ÌÂÂ. ŒÌË ÊË‚ÛÚ ‚
„ÎÛ·ËÌÍÂ, Ë Ú‡Ï Á‰ÓÓ‚Ó! ≈ÒÚ¸ ÂÍ‡, Ë ÏÓÊÌÓ ‰ÓÎ„Ó
·Ó‰ËÚ¸ ‚ ÚË¯ËÌÂ Ë ÓÚ‰˚ı‡Ú¸ ÓÚ „ÓÓ‰ÒÍÓÈ ÒÛÂÚ˚.
Õ‡È‰ÊÂÎ ˜‡ÒÚÓ Ì‡‚Â˘‡ÂÚ Ó‰ËÚÂÎÂÈ, ÔÓÚÓÏÛ ˜ÚÓ
ÊË‚ÂÚ ‚ ÀÓÌ‰ÓÌÂ, Ë ÔË‚ÓÁËÚ Í ÌËÏ ‰ÂÚÂÈ, ÌÛ ‡
¥ËÒ, ‡ÁÛÏÂÂÚÒˇ, ÌÂ ÏÓÊÂÚ ÔËÂÁÊ‡Ú¸ Ú‡Í ˜‡ÒÚÓ, ÓÌ
Ó˜ÂÌ¸ Á‡ÌˇÚ Ò‚ÓÂÈ ‡·ÓÚÓÈ ‚ √ÓÌÍÓÌ„Â.

“ËÔË˜Ì‡ˇ ‡Ì„ÎËÈÒÍ‡ˇ ÒÂÏ¸ˇ ÒÓÒÚÓËÚ ËÁ ÏÛÊ‡, ÊÂÌ˚,
‰‚Ûı Ò ÔÓÎÓ‚ËÌÓÈ ‰ÂÚÂÈ (ÔÓ ÒÚ‡ÚËÒÚËÍÂ) Ë ÍÓ¯ÍË Ò
ÒÓ·‡ÍÓÈ. ” Ì‡Ò, ÍÒÚ‡ÚË, ‰‚Â ÍÓ¯ÍË. ›ÚÓ ÏÓË ÍÓ¯ÍË.
¥Ó„‰‡ ˇ ÛÂÁÊ‡Î‡ ‚ ¬ÂÌ„Ë˛, ÚÓ ÓÚ‰‡Î‡ ˝ÚËı ÍÓ¯ÂÍ
Ï‡ÏÂ. ›È ˝ÚÓ ÌÂ Ó˜ÂÌ¸-ÚÓ ÔË¯ÎÓÒ¸ ÔÓ ‚ÍÛÒÛ, ÌÓ
ÔÓÚÓÏ ÓÌ‡ ÔË‚˚ÍÎ‡ Ë ÔÓÎ˛·ËÎ‡ Ëı. –‡Ì¸¯Â Û Ì‡Ò Ë
ÒÓ·‡Í‡ ·˚Î‡ ó ÁÓÎÓÚËÒÚ˚È Î‡·‡‰Ó, ÌÓ Â„Ó
ÔË¯ÎÓÒ¸ ÛÒ˚ÔËÚ¸, ÔÓÚÓÏÛ ˜ÚÓ ÓÌ ÒËÎ¸ÌÓ Á‡·ÓÎÂÎ.
¡˚ÎÓ Ú‡Í Ê‡Î¸ Â„Ó. —ÂÈ˜‡Ò ÒÂÏ¸ˇ, Í‡Í ÏÌÂ Í‡ÊÂÚÒˇ,
ËÁÏÂÌËÎ‡Ò¸ ó ÔÓˇ‚ËÎÓÒ¸ ÏÌÓ„Ó ÌÂÔÓÎÌ˚ı ÒÂÏÂÈ Ò
Ó‰ÌËÏ Ó‰ËÚÂÎÂÏ. ÃÌÓ„ËÂ ‡Á‚Ó‰ˇÚÒˇ, ÊË‚ÛÚ
ÓÚ‰ÂÎ¸ÌÓ Ë Ò‡ÏË ‚ÓÒÔËÚ˚‚‡˛Ú ‰ÂÚÂÈ. ◊ÚÓ ÒÍ‡Á‡Ú¸ Ó
ÏÓËı Ó‰ËÚÂÎˇı? Ã‡Ï‡ ÌËÍÓ„‰‡ ÌÂ ‡·ÓÚ‡Î‡, ÓÌË Ò
ÓÚˆÓÏ ÊËÎË Ó˜ÂÌ¸ ‰ÓÎ„Ó ‚ ÿË-À‡ÌÍÂ Ë ‚ »Ì‰ËË,
ÔÓÚÓÏÛ ˜ÚÓ Ô‡Ô‡ ·˚Î ·ËÁÌÂÒÏÂÌÓÏ. —ÂÈ˜‡Ò ÓÌ Ì‡
ÔÂÌÒËË, ÌÓ ‡Ì¸¯Â ÓÌ Á‡ÌËÏ‡ÎÒˇ ËÏÔÓÚÓÏ ‚ËÒÍË Ë
Û‰Ó·ÂÌËÈ ËÁ ¿Ì„ÎËË ‚ ÿË-À‡ÌÍÛ. Œ·‡ ÏÓË ·‡Ú‡
Ó‰ËÎËÒ¸ Ë ÔÓ‚ÂÎË ‰ÂÚÒÚ‚Ó ‚ ÿË-À‡ÌÍÂ Ë »Ì‰ËË.
” ÌËı, Ì‡‚ÂÌÓÂ, ·˚ÎÓ Ë‰ËÎÎË˜ÂÒÍÓÂ ‰ÂÚÒÚ‚Ó ó ˇ
ÒÎ˚¯‡Î‡ ËÒÚÓËË Ó ÚÓÏ, Í‡Í ÓÌË ÍÛÔ‡ÎËÒ¸ ‚
ÚÓÔË˜ÂÒÍËı ÏÓˇı Ë ÒÓ‚Â¯‡ÎË ÔÓıÓ‰˚ Ì‡ ˜‡ÈÌ˚Â
ÔÎ‡ÌÚ‡ˆËË; ‚ÒÂ ˝ÚÓ Á‚Û˜‡ÎÓ Ú‡Í Í‡ÒË‚Ó. ﬂ Ó‰ËÎ‡Ò¸
˜ÂÂÁ „Ó‰ ÔÓÒÎÂ ÚÓ„Ó, Í‡Í Ó‰ËÚÂÎË ‚ÂÌÛÎËÒ¸ ‚
¿Ì„ÎË˛, ‚ ÏÂÒÚÂ˜ÍÓ ÔÓ‰ ÀÓÌ‰ÓÌÓÏ, Ú‡Í ˜ÚÓ ÌËÍ‡ÍÓÈ
‡ÁË‡ÚÒÍÓÈ ˝ÍÁÓÚËÍÓÈ Ú‡Ï Ë ÌÂ Ô‡ıÎÓ. œÓ-ÏÓÂÏÛ,
Ì‡¯‡ ÒÂÏ¸ˇ ‚ÔÓÎÌÂ ÛÍÎ‡‰˚‚‡ÂÚÒˇ ‚ ÒÚÂÂÓÚËÔ: Ô‡Ô‡
·˚Î „Î‡‚ÓÈ ÒÂÏ¸Ë Ë Á‡‡·‡Ú˚‚‡Î ‰ÂÌ¸„Ë, Ï‡Ï‡ ·˚Î‡
‰ÓÏÓıÓÁˇÈÍÓÈ Ë ‚ÓÒÔËÚ˚‚‡Î‡ ‰ÂÚÂÈ. —ÂÈ˜‡Ò ‚
¿Ì„ÎËË ·ÓÎ¸¯ËÌÒÚ‚Ó ÊÂÌ˘ËÌ ÒÚÂÏËÚÒˇ ÔÓÈÚË Ì‡
‡·ÓÚÛ, Ë ‰‡ÊÂ ÂÒÎË Û ÌËı ÔÓˇ‚Îˇ˛ÚÒˇ ‰ÂÚË, ÓÌË
ÓÚÔ‡‚Îˇ˛Ú Ëı Í‡Í ÏÓÊÌÓ ‡Ì¸¯Â ‚ ˇÒÎË Ë ‰ÂÚÒ‡‰˚
Ë ‚ÓÁ‚‡˘‡˛ÚÒˇ Í Ò‚ÓÂÈ Í‡¸ÂÂ. ¥ÓÏÂ ÚÓ„Ó,
ÚÂÔÂ¸ Ó˜ÂÌ¸ ˜‡ÒÚÓ ‚ÏÂÒÚÂ ÊË‚ÛÚ ÚÓÎ¸ÍÓ Ó‰ËÚÂÎË
Ò ‰ÂÚ¸ÏË, ‡ ÏÌÓÊÂÒÚ‚Ó ‰Â‰Û¯ÂÍ Ë ·‡·Û¯ÂÍ ÊË‚ÛÚ
ÓÚ‰ÂÎ¸ÌÓ, ÌÂ Ú‡Í, Í‡Í ‡Ì¸¯Â, ÍÓ„‰‡ Ë ·‡·Û¯ÍË, Ë
‰ÂÚË, Ë ‚ÌÛÍË ÊËÎË ÔÓ‰ Ó‰ÌÓÈ Í˚¯ÂÈ.

Thomas
“ÓÏ‡Ò
Nowadays, I don't have very close contact with my —ÂÈ˜‡Ò ˇ ÌÂ Ú‡Í ·ÎËÁÓÍ ÒÓ Ò‚ÓÂÈ ÒÂÏ¸ÂÈ. »ÌÓ„‰‡
family. I write occasionally to my father and mother, ÔË¯Û ÔËÒ¸Ï‡ Ó‰ËÚÂÎˇÏ, ËÌÓ„‰‡ ÔÓÎÛ˜‡˛

and I hear news from my brother. Sometimes I get a
letter from my grandmother as well. Also, occasionally,
we telephone each other.
I haven't felt such a close part of the family unit since
my mother and father got divorced. They've been
divorced for about eleven years now. I'm 25, by the way,
so when they were divorced, I was 14, and from this age
I started to get my independence, started to live my
own life a little bit. When I was younger, though, the
family atmosphere was mostly very happy. I remember
going away with my parents for trips in the country, in
the park. We had a dog, who was called Badger, for the
first 12 years of my life, and for a couple of years after
that we had another dog, who was called Meg. We used
to wake up at 6 o'clock in the morning to go to a local
park to watch the sun coming up. The parks were very
big in the area where I was born, which was on the edge
of the city. So one side of the village went into the city
and the other side of the village went into the
countryside, and in the direction of the countryside
there was a huge park, called Bradgate Park, where I
used to go with mum and dad, and my little brother.
During my early childhood, I spent almost all of my
time with my mother. She taught us things and of
course cooked for us, and played with us all day, when
we were at home. When we went to school, of course,
things were different as well, but my first close
connection was really with my mother. However, when
she left, when I was 14, this changed and my
relationship with my father became stronger. Things
were never the same after the family broke up, really. I
suppose we were quite a nuclear family in our own way
before that, quite an isolated family. We were rarely
visited by friends of the family. Sometimes we would
see a few people, but they weren't very sociable, really,
and my father still isn't. However, I used to have friends
over to stay and go out with and I stayed with my
friends sometimes, and so I had a lot of contact with
other children's parents when I was younger. Also, of
course, I spent a lot of time with my brother in my
growing years. My brother being younger than me, a lot
of the time, I must admit, I saw him as a bit of an
annoyance, saw him as being in the way, and we didn't
get on so well a lot of the time, but, of course, we spent
a lot of time together in the summer holidays and we
used to play together. Sometimes, often actually, we'd
end up with quarrelling or fighting, maybe that's usual
for young children brought up in this kind of society.
Every other week, or sometimes every week, we could
go at the weekend to stay with my grandmother, who

ÒÓÓ·˘ÂÌËˇ ÓÚ ·‡Ú‡. »ÌÓ„‰‡ ÔËıÓ‰ˇÚ ÔËÒ¸Ï‡ Ë ÓÚ
·‡·Û¯ÍË. ¥ÓÏÂ ÚÓ„Ó, ‚ÂÏˇ ÓÚ ‚ÂÏÂÌË Ï˚ Á‚ÓÌËÏ
‰Û„ ‰Û„Û.
ﬂ, ‚ Ó·˘ÂÏ-ÚÓ, ÌËÍÓ„‰‡ ÌÂ Ó˘Û˘‡Î ÍÂÔÍÓ„Ó
ÒÂÏÂÈÌÓ„Ó ÒÓ˛Á‡ Ò ÚÂı ÔÓ, Í‡Í ÏÓË Ó‰ËÚÂÎË
‡Á‚ÂÎËÒ¸. ŒÌË ÛÊÂ Ó‰ËÌÌ‡‰ˆ‡Ú¸ ÎÂÚ ‚ ‡Á‚Ó‰Â.
¥ÒÚ‡ÚË, ÏÌÂ ‰‚‡‰ˆ‡Ú¸ ÔˇÚ¸ ÎÂÚ, Ú‡Í ˜ÚÓ ÍÓ„‰‡ ÓÌË
‡Á‚ÂÎËÒ¸, ÏÌÂ ·˚ÎÓ ˜ÂÚ˚Ì‡‰ˆ‡Ú¸ ÎÂÚ, Ë Ò ˝ÚÓ„Ó
‚ÓÁ‡ÒÚ‡ ˇ Í‡Í ·˚ ÔÓÎÛ˜ËÎ ÌÂÁ‡‚ËÒËÏÓÒÚ¸ Ë Ì‡˜‡Î
ÊËÚ¸ Ò‚ÓÂÈ ÒÓ·ÒÚ‚ÂÌÌÓÈ ÊËÁÌ¸˛. ƒÓ ˝ÚÓ„Ó
‚ÓÁ‡ÒÚ‡, Í‡Í ˇ ÔÓÏÌ˛, ‡ÚÏÓÒÙÂ‡ ‚ ÒÂÏ¸Â ·˚Î‡
Ò˜‡ÒÚÎË‚ÓÈ. Ã˚ ˜‡ÒÚÓ „ÛÎˇÎË Ò Ó‰ËÚÂÎˇÏË ‚ ÔÓÎˇı
Ë ıÓ‰ËÎË ‚ Ô‡Í. ” Ì‡Ò ÔÂ‚˚Â ‰‚ÂÌ‡‰ˆ‡Ú¸ ÎÂÚ ÏÓÂÈ
ÊËÁÌË ·˚Î‡ ÒÓ·‡Í‡ ÔÓ ÍÎË˜ÍÂ ¡˝‰ÊÂ, ‡ ÔÓÒÎÂ ÌÂÂ
Â˘Â Ô‡Û ÎÂÚ ·˚Î‡ ‰Û„‡ˇ ÒÓ·‡Í‡ ó Ã˝„. ◊‡ÒÚÓ Ï˚
‚ÒÚ‡‚‡ÎË ‚ ¯ÂÒÚ¸ ˜‡ÒÓ‚ ÛÚ‡ Ë ¯ÎË ‚ ÏÂÒÚÌ˚È Ô‡Í,
˜ÚÓ·˚ ÔÓÒÏÓÚÂÚ¸ ‚ÓÒıÓ‰ ÒÓÎÌˆ‡. œ‡ÍÓ‚˚ı ÁÓÌ ‚
Ì‡¯ÂÏ ‡ÈÓÌÂ ·˚ÎÓ ÏÌÓ„Ó, ˇ Ó‰ËÎÒˇ Ì‡ ÓÍ‡ËÌÂ
„ÓÓ‰‡, Ú‡Í ˜ÚÓ Ó‰Ì‡ ˜‡ÒÚ¸ ·˚Î‡ ÔË„ÓÓ‰ÓÏ, ‡
‰Û„‡ˇ Ò˜ËÚ‡Î‡Ò¸ ÒÂÎ¸ÒÍÓÈ. ¬ ˝ÚÓÈ ÒÂÎ¸ÒÍÓÈ ˜‡ÒÚË
·˚Î Ó„ÓÏÌ˚È Ô‡ÍÓ‚˚È Ï‡ÒÒË‚ ó ¡˝‰„ÂÈÚ œ‡Í,
Ú‡Ï Ï˚, Ó·˚˜ÌÓ, Ë „ÛÎˇÎË: Ï‡Ï‡, Ô‡Ô‡, ÏÓÈ ·‡Ú Ë ˇ.
¬ ‡ÌÌÂÏ ‰ÂÚÒÚ‚Â ˇ ÔÓ‚Ó‰ËÎ ÔÓ˜ÚË ‚ÒÂ Ò‚ÓÂ ‚ÂÏˇ
Ò Ï‡ÚÂ¸˛. ŒÌ‡ Ì‡Ò Ó·Û˜‡Î‡, „ÓÚÓ‚ËÎ‡ Ë Ë„‡Î‡ Ò
Ì‡ÏË ‚ÂÒ¸ ‰ÂÌ¸, ÂÒÎË Ï˚ ·˚ÎË ‰ÓÏ‡. ¬ ¯ÍÓÎÂ,
ÍÓÌÂ˜ÌÓ, ‚ÒÂ ·˚ÎÓ ÔÓ-‰Û„ÓÏÛ, ÌÓ ÔÓ-Ì‡ÒÚÓˇ˘ÂÏÛ
ÚÂÔÎ˚Â ÓÚÌÓ¯ÂÌËˇ Û ÏÂÌˇ ·˚ÎË Ò Ï‡ÏÓÈ. ÕÛ ‡ ÍÓ„‰‡
ÓÌ‡ Û¯Î‡ (ÏÌÂ ·˚ÎÓ ˜ÂÚ˚Ì‡‰ˆ‡Ú¸ ÎÂÚ), Û ÏÂÌˇ
ÒÚ‡ÎË ÍÂÔÌÛÚ¸ ÓÚÌÓ¯ÂÌËˇ Ò ÓÚˆÓÏ. ÕÓ ÊËÁÌ¸
ÔÓÒÎÂ ‡Á‚Ó‰‡ ÒÚ‡Î‡ ÒÓ‚ÒÂÏ ËÌÓÈ. Ã˚ ‰Ó ˝ÚÓ„Ó
‚ÒÂ„‰‡ ÊËÎË ÚÂÒÌ˚Ï ÍÎ‡ÌÓÏ, Ó·ÓÒÓ·ÎÂÌÌÓ ÓÚ
‰Û„Ëı. ¥ Ì‡Ï Â‰ÍÓ ÔËıÓ‰ËÎË ‰Û„ËÂ Î˛‰Ë.
»ÌÓ„‰‡ ‚ ‰ÓÏÂ ÍÚÓ-ÚÓ ·˚‚‡Î, ÌÓ ‚ÒÂ ˝ÚÓ ·˚ÎÓ Í‡Í-ÚÓ
Ì‡ÚˇÌÛÚÓ. ÃÓÈ ÓÚÂˆ ‰Ó ÒËı ÔÓ ÌÂ Ó˜ÂÌ¸-ÚÓ
Ó·˘ËÚÂÎÂÌ. » ‚ÒÂ ÊÂ ÍÓ ÏÌÂ ÔËıÓ‰ËÎË ‰ÛÁ¸ˇ Ò
ÌÓ˜Â‚ÍÓÈ, Ë ˇ ÏÓ„ ËÌÓ„‰‡ ÓÒÚ‡Ú¸Òˇ Û ÌËı, Ú‡Í ˜ÚÓ ˇ
ÏÌÓ„Ó Ó·˘‡ÎÒˇ Ò Ó‰ËÚÂÎˇÏË Ò‚ÓËı ‰ÛÁÂÈ.
–‡ÁÛÏÂÂÚÒˇ, ˇ ÔÓ‚Ó‰ËÎ ‚ ‰ÂÚÒÚ‚Â ÏÌÓ„Ó ‚ÂÏÂÌË Ò
·‡ÚÓÏ. œ‡‚‰‡, ÏÓÈ ·‡Ú ÏÎ‡‰¯Â ÏÂÌˇ, Ë ˇ,
ÔËÁÌ‡Ú¸Òˇ, ˜‡ÒÚÓ Ò˜ËÚ‡Î Â„Ó ÔÓÏÂıÓÈ, Ï˚ Ò ÌËÏ
ÏÌÓ„Ó ÒÒÓËÎËÒ¸, ÌÓ ÎÂÚÓÏ, Ì‡ Í‡ÌËÍÛÎ‡ı, ÍÓÌÂ˜ÌÓ
ÊÂ, Ï˚ Ó˜ÂÌ¸ ÏÌÓ„Ó ‚ÂÏÂÌË ÔÓ‚Ó‰ËÎË ‚ÏÂÒÚÂ Á‡
Ë„‡ÏË. »ÌÓ„‰‡ (‚ÓÓ·˘Â-ÚÓ, ˜‡ÒÚÂÌ¸ÍÓ) Ì‡¯Ë Ë„˚
Á‡Í‡Ì˜Ë‚‡ÎËÒ¸ ÒÒÓÓÈ ËÎË ÔÓÚ‡ÒÓ‚ÍÓÈ, ÌÓ,
Ì‡‚ÂÌÓÂ, ˝ÚÓ Ó·˚˜ÌÓÂ ‰ÂÎÓ ‰Îˇ ·‡Ú¸Â‚, ‚˚ÓÒ¯Ëı
‚ Ú‡ÍÓÏ Ó·˘ÂÒÚ‚Â, Í‡Í Ì‡¯Â.

–‡Á ‚ ‰‚Â ÌÂ‰ÂÎË, ‡ ËÌÓ„‰‡ Ë Í‡Ê‰Û˛ ÌÂ‰ÂÎ˛ Ï˚
ÛÂÁÊ‡ÎË Ì‡ ‚˚ıÓ‰Ì˚Â Í ·‡·Û¯ÍÂ, ÍÓÚÓÛ˛ Ï˚ Á‚‡ÎË

we called Nanna. My grandmother's really lovely. She
never stops making tea. Every 15 minutes of the day,
she comes into the room with a big pot of tea and says:
"Would you like a nice cup of tea?" She seems to spend
half of her life in the kitchen cooking things for when
people come to visit her. Now, she's getting a little bit
older, and I think she doesn't do as much as she did,
but she is a really wonderful person. She takes care of
the elderly neighbours around her, visits them
frequently, and for some of them who can't really walk
or get help, she goes and fetches the shopping. She
always has pets, as well. Every time we went to visit her,
my Nanna had a little bird in the corner of the room, in
a cage, and she used to talk to it and talk to it. She's had
several, and they come and go, but some of them could
really talk very well ó some of them not so well, which
was a bit disappointing for her, but she still loved them
very much, anyway. Also I've heard that she now has a
rabbit in the garden, which I haven't seen but I'd really
like to. At my grandmother's, my brother and I used to
read, play and watch television. My grandma used to
play with us a little bit, but I think she didn't have as
much idea of how to play with children as my mother
did. She used to look after us very well, though. She
loved us very much, in fact.
My other grandmother, who is my grandmother on my
father's side (my father's mother), also had a broken
marriage. She divorced my grandfather before I was
born, so I never saw them together. Occasionally, we
used to go and visit her. Our relationship with her was
always a bit strained. Our family always used to see her
as being a little bit crazy, a bit of a crackpot or
something like that. Over the last few years, I've visited
her a few times and I get on very well with her now,
because we have something in common, which is our
Christian religion. My father was never in the least
religious and he used to see her as a bit of an oddball. I
feel sorry for her really. I think she is very lovely.
I never met my mother's father, he died before I was
born, but I knew my father's father when I was smaller.
After he split up with his wife he lived together with his
sister, who was my great aunt. She never married, or
even had a boyfriend as far as I know. She was really an
old spinster. They lived a very, very routine life. Every
time we went to see them exactly the same things
would happen. Every day of their life seemed to be the
same. They would wake up, and then my great aunt
would make the breakfast, bring it in to my grandfather,
my grandfather would read the paper until a certain

¡ÛÒÂÈ. ÃÓˇ ·‡·Û¯Í‡ ó ÔÓÒÚÓ ÔÂÎÂÒÚ¸. ŒÌ‡ ‚ÒÂ
‚ÂÏˇ Û„Ó˘‡Î‡ Ì‡Ò ˜‡ÂÏ. ¥‡Ê‰˚Â ÔˇÚÌ‡‰ˆ‡Ú¸ ÏËÌÛÚ
ÓÌ‡ ‚ıÓ‰ËÎ‡ ‚ ÍÓÏÌ‡ÚÛ Ò ·ÓÎ¸¯ËÏ ˜‡ÈÌËÍÓÏ Ë
ÒÔ‡¯Ë‚‡Î‡: "ÕÂ ıÓÚËÚÂ ÎË ËÒÔËÚ¸ ˜‡¯Â˜ÍÛ
‡ÓÏ‡ÚÌÓ„Ó ˜‡ˇ?". ¥‡Á‡ÎÓÒ¸, ˜ÚÓ ÓÌ‡ ÔÓÎÊËÁÌË
ÔÓ‚Ó‰ËÚ Ì‡ ÍÛıÌÂ Ë „ÓÚÓ‚ËÚ Û„Ó˘ÂÌËˇ ‰Îˇ ÚÂı, ÍÚÓ
ÔËıÓ‰ËÚ Í ÌÂÈ ‚ „ÓÒÚË. —ÂÈ˜‡Ò ÓÌ‡ ÒÎÂ„Í‡
ÔÓÒÚ‡ÂÎ‡ Ë ÛÊÂ ÌÂ ıÎÓÔÓ˜ÂÚ Ú‡Í, Í‡Í ‡Ì¸¯Â, ÌÓ
‚ÒÂ ‡‚ÌÓ, ÓÌ‡ Á‡ÏÂ˜‡ÚÂÎ¸Ì˚È ˜ÂÎÓ‚ÂÍ. ŒÌ‡ ÌÂ
Á‡·˚‚‡ÂÚ Ë Ó ÔÓÊËÎ˚ı ÒÓÒÂ‰ˇı, ıÓ‰ËÚ Í ÌËÏ, ‡
ÌÂÍÓÚÓ˚Ï, ÍÚÓ ÛÊÂ ÌÂ ÏÓÊÂÚ Ò‡Ï ıÓ‰ËÚ¸, ÓÌ‡
ÔÓÏÓ„‡ÂÚ Ò ÔÓÍÛÔÍ‡ÏË. ¬ ÂÂ ‰ÓÏÂ ‚ÒÂ„‰‡ Í‡ÍËÂÌË·Û‰¸ ÊË‚ÓÚÌ˚Â. ¥Ó„‰‡ Ï˚ Í ÌÂÈ ÔËÂÁÊ‡ÎË, ÚÓ
‚ÒÂ„‰‡ ‚Ë‰ÂÎË ‚ Û„ÎÛ ÍÎÂÚÍÛ Ò ÔÚËˆ‡ÏË, Ò ÌËÏË ¡ÛÒˇ
ÔÓÒÚÓˇÌÌÓ ‡Á„Ó‚‡Ë‚‡Î‡. œÚËˆ˚ ÔÓˇ‚ÎˇÎËÒ¸ Ë
ËÒ˜ÂÁ‡ÎË‚ ‚ ÂÂ ‰ÓÏÂ, ÌÂÍÓÚÓ˚Â ËÁ ÌËı ÛÏÂÎË
ıÓÓ¯Ó „Ó‚ÓËÚ¸, ÌÂÍÓÚÓ˚Â „Ó‚ÓËÎË ÔÎÓıÓ, Ë ˝ÚÓ
ÒÎÂ„Í‡ Ó„Ó˜‡ÎÓ ·‡·Û¯ÍÛ, ÌÓ ÓÌ‡ Ëı ‚ÒÂ ‡‚ÌÓ Ó˜ÂÌ¸
Î˛·ËÎ‡. ﬂ ÒÎ˚¯‡Î, ˜ÚÓ ÓÌ‡ ÚÂÔÂ¸ ‰ÂÊËÚ ‚ Ò‡‰Û
ÍÓÎËÍ‡, ˇ Â„Ó ÌÂ ‚Ë‰ÂÎ, ÌÓ ıÓÚÂÎ ·˚ ÔÓÒÏÓÚÂÚ¸. ”
·‡·Û¯ÍË Ï˚ Ò ·‡ÚÓÏ Ë„‡ÎË, ˜ËÚ‡ÎË Ë ÒÏÓÚÂÎË
ÚÂÎÂ‚ËÁÓ. ¡‡·Û¯Í‡ Ò Ì‡ÏË ÚÓÊÂ ÌÂÏÌÓ„Ó Ë„‡Î‡,
ÌÓ, ÏÌÂ Í‡ÊÂÚÒˇ, ÓÌ‡ ÛÊÂ Á‡·˚Î‡, Í‡Í Ë„‡Ú¸ Ò
‰ÂÚ¸ÏË, ÌÂ ÚÓ ˜ÚÓ Ì‡¯‡ Ï‡Ï‡. ÕÓ Á‡ÚÓ ·‡·Û¯Í‡ Ó˜ÂÌ¸
ıÓÓ¯Ó ÔËÒÏ‡ÚË‚‡Î‡ Á‡ Ì‡ÏË. ŒÌ‡ ‰ÂÈÒÚ‚ËÚÂÎ¸ÌÓ
Ó˜ÂÌ¸ Ì‡Ò Î˛·ËÎ‡.
ƒÛ„‡ˇ ÏÓˇ ·‡·Û¯Í‡ ÔÓ ÓÚˆÓ‚ÒÍÓÈ ÎËÌËË (Ï‡Ú¸
ÓÚˆ‡), ÚÓÊÂ ·˚Î‡ ‚ ‡Á‚Ó‰Â. ŒÌ‡ ‡ÁÓ¯Î‡Ò¸ Ò
‰Â‰Û¯ÍÓÈ Â˘Â ‰Ó ÏÓÂ„Ó ÓÊ‰ÂÌËˇ, ÔÓÚÓÏÛ ˇ
ÌËÍÓ„‰‡ ÌÂ ‚Ë‰ÂÎ Ëı ‚ÏÂÒÚÂ. »ÌÓ„‰‡ Ï˚ ıÓ‰ËÎË Í
ÌÂÈ ‚ „ÓÒÚË. ÕÓ Ì‡¯Ë ÓÚÌÓ¯ÂÌËˇ ·˚ÎË ÒÎÂ„Í‡
Ì‡ÚˇÌÛÚ˚ÏË. ¬ Ì‡¯ÂÈ ÒÂÏ¸Â ÂÂ Ò˜ËÚ‡ÎË Í‡Í ·˚
ÌÂÏÌÓ„Ó ÌÂ ‚ Ò‚ÓÂÏ ÛÏÂ. ¬ ÔÓÒÎÂ‰ÌËÂ ÌÂÒÍÓÎ¸ÍÓ ÎÂÚ
ˇ ÔËÂÁÊ‡Î Í ÌÂÈ, Ë ÒÂÈ˜‡Ò Ï˚ ‚ ıÓÓ¯Ëı
ÓÚÌÓ¯ÂÌËˇı, ÔÓÚÓÏÛ ˜ÚÓ Û Ì‡Ò ÂÒÚ¸ Ó·˘‡ˇ ÂÎË„Ëˇ ó
’ËÒÚË‡ÌÒÚ‚Ó. ÃÓÈ ÓÚÂˆ ·˚Î ÒÓ‚Â¯ÂÌÌÓ
ÌÂÂÎË„ËÓÁÌ˚Ï ˜ÂÎÓ‚ÂÍÓÏ Ë Ì‡ ·‡·Û¯ÍÛ ÒÏÓÚÂÎ,
Í‡Í Ì‡ ˜ÂÎÓ‚ÂÍ‡ ÒÓ ÒÚ‡ÌÌÓÒÚˇÏË. ¿ ÏÌÂ ÂÂ Ê‡Î¸.
ÃÌÂ Í‡ÊÂÚÒˇ, ÓÌ‡ ıÓÓ¯‡ˇ ÊÂÌ˘ËÌ‡.
ŒÚˆ‡ Ï‡ÚÂË ˇ ÌË ‡ÁÛ ÌÂ ‚Ë‰ÂÎ, ÓÌ ÛÏÂ ‰Ó ÚÓ„Ó Í‡Í
ˇ ÔÓˇ‚ËÎÒˇ Ì‡ Ò‚ÂÚ, ÌÓ Ô‡ÔËÌÓ„Ó ÓÚˆ‡ ˇ Á‡ÒÚ‡Î, ÍÓ„‰‡
·˚Î Ï‡ÎÂÌ¸ÍËÏ. ¥Ó„‰‡ ÓÌ Û¯ÂÎ ÓÚ Ò‚ÓÂÈ ÊÂÌ˚, ÚÓ
ÔÂÂÂı‡Î ÊËÚ¸ Í Ò‚ÓÂÈ ÒÂÒÚÂ, ÏÓÂÈ ‰‚Ó˛Ó‰ÌÓÈ
·‡·Û¯ÍÂ. ŒÌ‡ ÌËÍÓ„‰‡ ÌÂ ·˚Î‡ Á‡ÏÛÊÂÏ, Ë ‰‡ÊÂ
ÊÂÌËıÓ‚ Û ÌÂÂ ÌÂ ·˚ÎÓ, Ì‡ÒÍÓÎ¸ÍÓ ÏÌÂ ËÁ‚ÂÒÚÌÓ.
ŒÌ‡ ·˚Î‡ ÒÚ‡ÓÈ ‰Â‚ÓÈ. ΔËÁÌ¸ Û ÌËı ÔÓÚÂÍ‡Î‡
Ó˜ÂÌ¸ Ó‰ÌÓÓ·‡ÁÌÓ. ¥Ó„‰‡ Ï˚ ÔËÂÁÊ‡ÎË Í ÌËÏ ‚
„ÓÒÚË, ‚ÒÂ„‰‡ ÔÓËÒıÓ‰ËÎÓ Ó‰ÌÓ Ë ÚÓ ÊÂ. ¥‡Ê‰˚È
‰ÂÌ¸ ‚ Ëı ÊËÁÌË ·˚Î ÔÓıÓÊ Ì‡ ÔÂ‰˚‰Û˘ËÈ. ŒÌË
ÔÓÒ˚Ô‡ÎËÒ¸, ÔÓÚÓÏ ·‡·Û¯Í‡ „ÓÚÓ‚ËÎ‡ Á‡‚Ú‡Í,

time, when he would listen to something on the radio, ÓÚÌÓÒËÎ‡ Â„Ó ‰Â‰Û¯ÍÂ, ÔÓÚÓÏ ‰Â‰Û¯Í‡ ˜ËÚ‡Î „‡ÁÂÚÛ
etc, etc.
‰Ó ÓÔÂ‰ÂÎÂÌÌÓ„Ó ˜‡Ò‡, ÔÓÚÓÏ ÒÎÛ¯‡Î ÔÓ ‡‰ËÓ
Í‡ÍÛ˛-ÚÓ ÔÂÂ‰‡˜Û Ë Ú.‰. Ë Ú.Ô.
My grandfather was an interesting man for me. He had a ƒÎˇ ÏÂÌˇ ‰Â‰Û¯Í‡ ·˚Î ËÌÚÂÂÒÌ˚Ï ˜ÂÎÓ‚ÂÍÓÏ: Û
very big garden, and he used to keep bees, which was ÌÂ„Ó ·˚ÎÓ ˜ÂÚ˚Ì‡‰ˆ‡Ú¸ ÛÎ¸Â‚. ¥‡Í-ÚÓ ‡Á, ÍÓ„‰‡ Ï˚
fascinating. I think, fourteen bee hives, as I remember. ·˚ÎË ‚ ¯ÍÓÎÂ, ˇ Ó„‡ÌËÁÓ‚‡Î ÔÓıÓ‰ Ì‡¯Â„Ó ÍÎ‡ÒÒ‡ ‚
When we were at school, one time I organised for our ‰Â‰Û¯ÍËÌ Ò‡‰, Ú‡Ï Ï˚ Ì‡·Î˛‰‡ÎË, Í‡Í ÓÌ ‡·ÓÚ‡ÂÚ Ò
class to go to visit him and watch him working with his Ô˜ÂÎ‡ÏË; ‰ÂÚˇÏ ·˚ÎÓ Ó˜ÂÌ¸ ËÌÚÂÂÒÌÓ. –‡ÁÛÏÂÂÚÒˇ,
bees in the garden, which was very interesting for the ‚ Ì‡¯ÂÏ ‰ÓÏÂ ‚ÒÂ„‰‡ ·˚Î Ò‚ÂÊËÈ ÏÂ‰.
other children as well. Of course, we always had
supplies of fresh honey because of this.
I remember the smell in their house was a little bit old œÓÏÌ˛, ˜ÚÓ ‚ ‰ÓÏÂ Û ÌËı ÔÓÔ‡ıË‚‡ÎÓ ÒÚ‡ËÌÓÈ Ë
and musty. I can't put my finger on it exactly, but there ÔÎÂÒÂÌ¸˛. ÕÂ ·ÂÛÒ¸ ÒÍ‡Á‡Ú¸ Ò Û‚ÂÂÌÌÓÒÚ¸˛, ÌÓ ‚
was some atmosphere in their house which was like Ëı ‰ÓÏÂ ·˚Î‡ Ú‡Í‡ˇ ‡ÚÏÓÒÙÂ‡, ·Û‰ÚÓ Á‡ ÔÓÒÎÂ‰ÌËÂ
nothing had changed for thirty years. It was very strange ÚË‰ˆ‡Ú¸ ÎÂÚ Ú‡Ï ÌË˜Â„Ó ÌÂ ÏÂÌˇÎÓÒ¸. Õ‡Ï, ‰ÂÚˇÏ,
for us as children to go round the old rooms, looking at ·˚ÎÓ ÒÚ‡ÌÌÓ ·Ó‰ËÚ¸ ÔÓ ÒÚ‡˚Ï ÍÓÏÌ‡Ú‡Ï,
the pictures on the walls, pictures of old relatives. I ‡ÒÒÏ‡ÚË‚‡Ú¸ Í‡ÚËÌ˚ Ì‡ ÒÚÂÌ‡ı, ÔÓÚÂÚ˚
remember my grandfather had a big picture of Queen ÔÂ‰ÍÓ‚. ” ‰Â‰‡ ‚ ÍÓÏÌ‡ÚÂ, Í‡Í ˇ ÔÓÏÌ˛, ‚ËÒÂÎ
Victoria on his wall. Maybe nothing changed since ÔÓÚÂÚ ÍÓÓÎÂ‚˚ ¬ËÍÚÓËË. ÃÓÊÂÚ ·˚Ú¸, ÒÓ
‚ÂÏÂÌ ÍÓÓÎÂ‚˚ ¬ËÍÚÓËË ÌË˜Â„Ó ÌÂ ÏÂÌˇÎÓÒ¸,
Queen Victoria's time, I'm not sure!
ÍÚÓ ÁÌ‡ÂÚ!
My great aunt was a very good musician. She had a ÃÓˇ ‰‚Ó˛Ó‰Ì‡ˇ ·‡·Û¯Í‡ ·˚Î‡ ıÓÓ¯ËÏ
piano, and she was the leading second violinist in the ÏÛÁ˚Í‡ÌÚÓÏ. ” ÌÂÂ ·˚ÎÓ ÔË‡ÌËÌÓ, Ë ÓÌ‡ ·˚Î‡
city orchestra, which was the Leicester Philharmonic. ‚ÚÓÓÈ ÒÍËÔÍÓÈ ‚ ÀÂÒÚÂÒÍÓÏ „ÓÓ‰ÒÍÓÏ
ÙËÎ‡ÏÓÌË˜ÂÒÍÓÏ ÓÍÂÒÚÂ. ŒÌ‡ ÔÓ‚Ó‰ËÎ‡ ÏÌÓ„Ó
She spent much of her time practising for concerts.
‚ÂÏÂÌË Ì‡ ÂÔÂÚËˆËˇı, „ÓÚÓ‚ˇÒ¸ Í ÍÓÌˆÂÚ‡Ï.
I think that my musical ability comes from that side of ÃÌÂ Í‡ÊÂÚÒˇ, ÏÓË ÏÛÁ˚Í‡Î¸Ì˚Â Ì‡ÍÎÓÌÌÓÒÚË Ë‰ÛÚ
the family, really, because she's the only member of the ÔÓ ˝ÚÓÈ ÎËÌËË, ÔÓÚÓÏÛ ˜ÚÓ ÓÌ‡ Â‰ËÌÒÚ‚ÂÌÌ˚È ˜ÎÂÌ
older generation of our family who was really known to ÒÂÏ¸Ë, ÍÓÚÓ˚È ËÁ‚ÂÒÚÂÌ Í‡Í ÏÛÁ˚Í‡ÌÚ. ¥‡Í ˇ ÛÊÂ
be musical. As I said, she was a very talented violinist. ÒÍ‡Á‡Î, ·‡·Û¯Í‡ ·˚Î‡ Ú‡Î‡ÌÚÎË‚ÓÈ ÒÍËÔ‡˜ÍÓÈ. ŒÌ‡
She always used to encourage me a lot with my music, ‚ÒÂ„‰‡ ÔÓ‰‰ÂÊË‚‡Î‡ ÏÓÂ Û‚ÎÂ˜ÂÌËÂ ÏÛÁ˚ÍÓÈ Ë
and to take me to classical music concerts. I remember ‚Ó‰ËÎ‡ ÏÂÌˇ Ì‡ ÍÓÌˆÂÚ˚ ÍÎ‡ÒÒË˜ÂÒÍÓÈ ÏÛÁ˚ÍË.
we went to see Handel's "Messiah", "Scheherazade" by œÓÏÌ˛, ˜ÚÓ Ï˚ ıÓ‰ËÎË Ì‡ "ÃÂÒÒË˛" √ÂÌ‰ÂÎˇ, Ì‡
Rimsky-Korsakov, as well as Beethoven, Mozart, and "ÿÂıÂÂÁ‡‰Û" –ËÏÒÍÓ„Ó-¥ÓÒ‡ÍÓ‚‡, ıÓ‰ËÎË Ï˚ Ë Ì‡
Bach. I enjoyed it very much and I really gained a deep ¡ÂÚıÓ‚ÂÌ‡, ÃÓˆ‡Ú‡, ¡‡ı‡. ÃÌÂ ˝ÚÓ Ó˜ÂÌ¸ Ì‡‚ËÎÓÒ¸;
Ò‚Ó˛ Î˛·Ó‚¸ Í ÍÎ‡ÒÒË˜ÂÒÒÍÓÈ ÏÛÁ˚ÍÂ ˇ Ì‡‚ÂÌˇÍ‡
love of classical music from her.
ÔÓÎÛ˜ËÎ ÓÚ ÌÂÂ.
I have only one aunt, who is the sister of my father. We ” ÏÂÌˇ ‚ÒÂ„Ó Ó‰Ì‡ ÚÂÚˇ ó ÒÂÒÚ‡ ÓÚˆ‡. ” Ì‡Ò ‚ÒÂ„‰‡
always had a very good relationship with them (my ·˚ÎË Ò ÌËÏË (Ò ÚÂÚÂÈ, ‰ˇ‰ÂÈ Ë Ëı ‰ÂÚ¸ÏË) ıÓÓ¯ËÂ
aunt, my uncle and their children), although we rarely ÓÚÌÓ¯ÂÌËˇ, ıÓÚˇ Ï˚ Ó˜ÂÌ¸ Â‰ÍÓ ÂÁ‰ËÎË Í ÌËÏ ‚
went to see them, only once a year, maybe at Christmas „ÓÒÚË, ÏÓÊÂÚ ·˚Ú¸, ‡Á ‚ „Ó‰ Ì‡ –ÓÊ‰ÂÒÚ‚Ó, ˜ÚÓ·˚
to exchange presents. I remember that they always gave Ó·ÏÂÌˇÚ¸Òˇ ÔÓ‰‡Í‡ÏË. œÓÏÌËÚÒˇ, ˜ÚÓ ÓÌË ‚ÒÂ„‰‡
us very expensive presents and made sure we had a ‰‡ËÎË Ì‡Ï Ó˜ÂÌ¸ ‰ÓÓ„ËÂ ÔÓ‰‡ÍË Ë ÛÒÚ‡Ë‚‡ÎË
very nice time. Whenever we went to visit them, we ‰Îˇ Ì‡Ò Ì‡ÒÚÓˇ˘ËÈ Ô‡Á‰ÌËÍ. ¥Ó„‰‡ ·˚ Ï˚ ÌË
would be filled up with cakes and sweets, and given ÔÓˇ‚ÎˇÎËÒ¸ Û ÌËı, ÓÌË ‚ÒÂ„‰‡ Û„Ó˘‡ÎË Ì‡Ò Ò‰Ó·ÓÈ,
little presents. So we used to like to go to see them, as ÍÓÌÙÂÚ‡ÏË, ‰‡ËÎË ‚ÒˇÍËÂ ÏÂÎÍËÂ ÔÓ‰‡ÍË,
ÔÓ˝ÚÓÏÛ Ì‡Ï Ó˜ÂÌ¸ Ì‡‚ËÎÓÒ¸ ıÓ‰ËÚ¸ Í ÌËÏ ‚ „ÓÒÚË.
children.
I think my father is just not the sociable type, and it's ÃÌÂ Í‡ÊÂÚÒˇ, ÏÓÈ ÓÚÂˆ ÒÓ‚ÒÂÏ ÌÂÓ·˘ËÚÂÎ¸Ì˚È Ë ÌÂ
not because he dislikes them that he doesn't keep a ÔÓÚÓÏÛ, ˜ÚÓ ÌÂ Î˛·ËÚ Ó‰ÒÚ‚ÂÌÌËÍÓ‚ ËÎË Ò‚Ó˛
close relationship with his family. Maybe he is just a bit ÒÂÏ¸˛, ÔÓÒÚÓ ÓÌ Ú‡ÍÓÈ ÔÓ ı‡‡ÍÚÂÛ.

of loner, really.
My aunt and her husband have four children, who are
all married now, and they have children, so my aunt and
my uncle are grandparents now, which makes me a sort
of uncle to a lot of little children, who I haven't met
many times, and I don't even know the names of.
Nowadays my father and mother both have new
partners. My father has a nice girlfriend, who he is
planning to move into a new house with. He's lived in
the same house for my whole life, but they are both
planning to sell up and go to live further out in the
countryside, in a very beautiful place, the Peak district,
which is a little bit north of where I was born.
He works with computers. He spends most of his time,
I really think I could say that, more than 50 per cent of
his time sitting in front of his computer screen working.
This has really been his release. Through all of the times
of his marriage breaking up, of loneliness, of his own
tension, this has been a real saving grace for him, that
he has so much interest in his computer. He just gets
completely lost in it. He is working from home, by
subcontract, as a programmer. I think he's quite
successful, or he manages to get by from it at least.
My mother also has a boyfriend, who works away from
home a lot of the time, so she is alone quite a lot of the
time now, but she seems to be happy. She is a lot more
creative than she ever was when I was a child.
Whenever I go to see her now, or whenever I hear from
her, she tells me about the new things that she's
learned to make, arts and crafts, and skills. Last time I
went to see her I remember finding a lot of little things
around her house that she'd made by using different
sewing techniques, or by casting little figures of houses
from clay and then painting them. It's nice to see her
happy.
I can't imagine how big my brother is now. The last
news I heard of him was that he is playing with his popgroup, who are called "Delicatessen". They play IndiePop music, and have been playing around Europe, in
France and in Germany. I think they're becoming quite
successful. He's just completed a degree at the
University of London, in Astronomy, so he is now
qualified to work as an astronomer, if he wants to. I
think he is more interested in his music, though. He
plays rhythm guitar in his group, which is a backing
guitar, and he sings a little bit and also plays the flute, as
I do.
My girlfriend, Maria, has a very close, very tight knit

” ÏÓÂÈ ÚÂÚË ˜ÂÚ‚ÂÓ ‰ÂÚÂÈ, ÍÓÚÓ˚Â ÒÂÈ˜‡Ò ‚ÒÂ ÛÊÂ
ÒÂÏÂÈÌ˚Â Î˛‰Ë, Û ÌËı Ò‚ÓË ‰ÂÚË, Ú‡Í ˜ÚÓ ÏÓË ÚÂÚˇ Ë
‰ˇ‰ˇ ÛÊÂ ÒÚ‡ÎË ·‡·Û¯ÍÓÈ Ë ‰Â‰Û¯ÍÓÈ, ‡ ˇ ÒÚ‡Î
‰ˇ‰ÂÈ ÏÌÓ„ËÏ ‰ÂÚˇÏ, ÍÓÚÓ˚ı ˇ ÌÂ Ó˜ÂÌ¸-ÚÓ ÁÌ‡˛ Ë
‰‡ÊÂ ÌÂ ÔÓÏÌ˛ ÔÓ ËÏÂÌ‡Ï.
—ÂÈ˜‡Ò Û ÓÚˆ‡ Ë Ï‡ÚÂË ÌÓ‚˚Â Ô‡ÚÌÂ˚. ” ÓÚˆ‡
Ó˜ÂÌ¸ ıÓÓ¯‡ˇ ÔÓ‰Û„‡, Ò ÌÂÈ ÓÌ ÒÓ·Ë‡ÂÚÒˇ
ÔÂÂÂı‡Ú¸ ‚ ÌÓ‚˚È ‰ÓÏ. ŒÌ ÔÓÊËÎ ‚Ò˛ Ò‚Ó˛ ÊËÁÌ¸
‚ Ó‰ÌÓÏ Ë ÚÓÏ ÊÂ ‰ÓÏÂ, ÌÓ ÚÂÔÂ¸ ÓÌË ÔÎ‡ÌËÛ˛Ú
Â„Ó ÔÓ‰‡Ú¸ Ë ÛÂı‡Ú¸ ÊËÚ¸ ÔÓ„ÎÛ·ÊÂ ‚ ‰ÂÂ‚Ì˛, ‚
Í‡ÒË‚ÓÂ ÏÂÒÚÓ, œËÍ ƒËÒÚËÍÚ, ˝ÚÓÚ ‡ÈÓÌ
Ì‡ıÓ‰ËÚÒˇ ÌÂÏÌÓ„Ó ÒÂ‚ÂÌÂÂ ÓÚ ÚÓ„Ó ÏÂÒÚ‡, „‰Â ˇ
Ó‰ËÎÒˇ.
ŒÚÂˆ ‡·ÓÚ‡ÂÚ Ò ÍÓÏÔ¸˛ÚÂ‡ÏË. ¡ÓÎ¸¯Û˛ ˜‡ÒÚ¸
Ò‚ÓÂ„Ó ‚ÂÏÂÌË, ˇ ·˚ ÒÍ‡Á‡Î, ·ÓÎ¸¯Â ÔÓÎÓ‚ËÌ˚
Ò‚ÓÂ„Ó ‚ÂÏÂÌË, ÓÌ ÔÓÒËÊË‚‡ÂÚ ÔÂÂ‰ ˝Í‡ÌÓÏ
ÏÓÌËÚÓ‡. ƒÎˇ ÌÂ„Ó ˝ÚÓ Ò‚ÓÂ„Ó Ó‰‡ "ÓÚ‰Û¯ËÌ‡",
˝ÚÓ ÔÓÏÓ„‡ÎÓ ÂÏÛ ÔÂÂÊËÚ¸ ‡ÒÔ‡‰ ÒÂÏ¸Ë,
Ó‰ËÌÓ˜ÂÒÚ‚Ó, ÒÓ·ÒÚ‚ÂÌÌ˚Â ÒÚÂÒÒ˚. À˛·Ó‚¸ Í
ÍÓÏÔ¸˛ÚÂ‡Ï ÒÚ‡Î‡ ‰Îˇ ÌÂ„Ó ÌÂÍËÏ ‡Ì„ÂÎÓÏı‡ÌËÚÂÎÂÏ! ¬ ÍÓÏÔ¸˛ÚÂ˚ ÓÌ ÛıÓ‰ËÚ Ò „ÓÎÓ‚ÓÈ. ŒÌ
‡·ÓÚ‡ÂÚ ÔÓ„‡ÏÏËÒÚÓÏ Ì‡ ‰ÓÏÛ, ÔÓ ÍÓÌÚ‡ÍÚÛ.
ÃÌÂ Í‡ÊÂÚÒˇ, ‰ÂÎ‡ Û ÌÂ„Ó Ë‰ÛÚ ÌÂÔÎÓıÓ, ÔÓ Í‡ÈÌÂÈ
ÏÂÂ, ÓÌ ˝ÚËÏ Á‡‡·‡Ú˚‚‡ÂÚ Ì‡ ÊËÁÌ¸.
” Ï‡ÚÂË ÚÓÊÂ ÂÒÚ¸ ‰Û„, ÌÓ ÓÌ ÏÌÓ„Ó ‚ÂÏÂÌË
ÔÓ‚Ó‰ËÚ Ì‡ ‡·ÓÚÂ, Ú‡Í ˜ÚÓ Ï‡Ú¸ ÔÓ˜ÚË ‚ÒÂ ‚ÂÏˇ ‚
Ó‰ËÌÓ˜ÂÒÚ‚Â, ÌÓ, ÔÓıÓÊÂ, ÓÌ‡ Ò˜‡ÒÚÎË‚‡. —ÂÈ˜‡Ò ÂÂ
ÊËÁÌ¸ „Ó‡Á‰Ó ‡ÁÌÓÓ·‡ÁÌÂÂ, ˜ÂÏ ‡Ì¸¯Â, ÍÓ„‰‡ ˇ
·˚Î Â·ÂÌÍÓÏ. ¥Ó„‰‡ ˇ ÔËıÓÊÛ Í ÌÂÈ ËÎË
‡Á„Ó‚‡Ë‚‡˛ Ò ÌÂÈ ÔÓ ÚÂÎÂÙÓÌÛ, ÓÌ‡ ‚ÒÂ„‰‡
‡ÒÒÍ‡Á˚‚‡ÂÚ ÏÌÂ Ó ˜ÂÏ-ÌË·Û‰¸ ÌÓ‚ÓÏ, ˜ÂÏÛ ÓÌ‡
Ì‡Û˜ËÎ‡Ò¸: ‚ÒˇÍÓÂ Ú‡Ï ÛÍÓ‰ÂÎËÂ, ‚ˇÁ‡ÌËÂ Ë ÔÓ˜ËÂ
‰ÂÎ‡. ¬ ÔÓ¯Î˚È ÏÓÈ ‚ËÁËÚ ‰ÓÏ ·˚Î ÔÓÎÓÌ ‚ÒˇÍËı
ÔÓ‰ÂÎÓÍ: ‚˚¯Ë‚ÓÍ Ë ‡ÁÌ˚ı ‰ÓÏËÍÓ‚ ËÁ „ÎËÌ˚,
ÍÓÚÓ˚Â ÓÌ‡ ‚˚ÎÂÔËÎ‡ Ë ‡ÒÍ‡ÒËÎ‡ Ò‡Ï‡. ﬂ ‡‰, ˜ÚÓ
ÓÌ‡ ‰Ó‚ÓÎ¸Ì‡ ÊËÁÌ¸˛.
ÕÂ ÏÓ„Û ÔÂ‰ÒÚ‡‚ËÚ¸, Í‡ÍÓÈ ÏÓÈ ·‡Ú ÒÂÈ˜‡Ò.
œÓÒÎÂ‰ÌÂÂ, ˜ÚÓ ˇ Ó ÌÂÏ ÒÎ˚¯‡Î ó ˝ÚÓ ÚÓ, ˜ÚÓ ÓÌ
Ë„‡ÂÚ ‚ Í‡ÍÓÈ-ÚÓ ÔÓÔ-„ÛÔÔÂ ÔÓ‰ Ì‡Á‚‡ÌËÂÏ
"ƒÂÎËÍ‡ÚÂÒ˚". ŒÌË ËÒÔÓÎÌˇ˛Ú ËÌ‰Ë-ÔÓÔ Ë
‚˚ÒÚÛÔ‡˛Ú ‚ ≈‚ÓÔÂ ó ‚Ó ‘‡ÌˆËË Ë √ÂÏ‡ÌËË. œÓÏÓÂÏÛ, ÓÌË ÒÚ‡ÌÓ‚ˇÚÒˇ ÔÓÔÛÎˇÌ˚ÏË. ŒÌ ÚÓÎ¸ÍÓ ˜ÚÓ
ÓÍÓÌ˜ËÎ ÀÓÌ‰ÓÌÒÍËÈ ÛÌË‚ÂÒËÚÂÚ, Ù‡ÍÛÎ¸ÚÂÚ
‡ÒÚÓÌÓÏËË, Ú‡Í ˜ÚÓ ÓÌ ÚÂÔÂ¸ ÏÓ„ ·˚ ‡·ÓÚ‡Ú¸
‡ÒÚÓÌÓÏÓÏ, ÂÒÎË ·˚ Á‡ıÓÚÂÎ. ÕÓ ÂÏÛ ·ÓÎ¸¯Â
Ì‡‚ËÚÒˇ ÏÛÁ˚Í‡. ŒÌ Ë„‡ÂÚ Ì‡ ËÚÏ-„ËÚ‡Â ‚ „ÛÔÔÂ,
ÌÂÏÌÓ„Ó ÔÓÂÚ Ë ÍÓÏÂ ÚÓ„Ó Ë„‡ÂÚ Ì‡ ÙÎÂÈÚÂ, Í‡Í Ë
ˇ.
ÃÓˇ ÔÓ‰Û„‡ Ã‡Ëˇ ËÁ Ó˜ÂÌ¸ ‰ÛÊÌÓÈ Ë ÒÔÎÓ˜ÂÌÌÓÈ

family. They really take care of each other, regularly visit
each other and are always calling each other to make
sure that they're OK. They spend a lot of time together.
It's really nice and encouraging for me to see that the
family unit really can work, as in the case of their
parents, who really love each other very dearly after
many years of being married, and her grandparents,
who are still completely in love, and both over 80. One
of my dreams is to be happily married to a ripe old age
like them.

ÒÂÏ¸Ë. ŒÌË ÔÓ-Ì‡ÒÚÓˇ˘ÂÏÛ Á‡·ÓÚˇÚÒˇ ‰Û„ Ó ‰Û„Â:
ÔÓÒÚÓˇÌÌÓ ıÓ‰ˇÚ ‚ „ÓÒÚË ‰Û„ Í ‰Û„Û, Á‚ÓÌˇÚ,
ËÌÚÂÂÒÛ˛ÚÒˇ ‰ÂÎ‡ÏË. ŒÌË ˜‡ÒÚÓ ÔÓ‚Ó‰ˇÚ ‚ÂÏˇ
‚ÏÂÒÚÂ. ÃÌÂ ‚ÒÂ„‰‡ ÓÚ‡‰ÌÓ ÒÏÓÚÂÚ¸ Ì‡ ÌËı Ë
‚Ë‰ÂÚ¸, ˜ÚÓ Ì‡ÒÚÓˇ˘ËÂ ÒÂÏÂÈÌ˚Â ÛÁ˚ ÌÂ ËÒ˜ÂÁÎË. ≈Â
Ó‰ËÚÂÎË, Ì‡ÔËÏÂ, ÔÓÊÂÌËÎËÒ¸ ÏÌÓ„Ó ÎÂÚ Ì‡Á‡‰,
ÌÓ Î˛·ˇÚ ‰Û„ ‰Û„‡ ÌÂ ÏÂÌ¸¯Â, ˜ÂÏ ‚ ˛ÌÓÒÚË, ÂÂ
‰Â‰Û¯Í‡ Ò ·‡·Û¯ÍÓÈ ÔÓ Û¯Ë ‚Î˛·ÎÂÌ˚ ‰Û„ ‚ ‰Û„‡,
‡ ËÏ ÛÊÂ Á‡ ‚ÓÒÂÏ¸‰ÂÒˇÚ. ÃÌÂ ·˚ ıÓÚÂÎÓÒ¸ ‚ÓÚ Ú‡Í
ÊÂ Ò˜‡ÒÚÎË‚Ó ÔÓÊËÚ¸ ‰Ó ÔÂÍÎÓÌÌ˚ı ÎÂÚ.

Family (vocabulary)
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To do something for a living
To bring up children
Vague
Half-sister
Golden Labrador
Auntie
Put down
On one's own
Fertalizer
Idyllic
Breadwinner
—reche
To resume
A nuclear family
Sociable
Annoyance
Frequently
To fetch
Crackpot = oddball
Spinster
Bee hives
To put one's finger on something
Messiah
Loner
Saving grace

«‡‡·‡Ú˚‚‡Ú¸ ˜ÂÏ-ÎË·Ó Ì‡ ÊËÁÌ¸
¬ÓÒÔËÚ˚‚‡Ú¸ ‰ÂÚÂÈ
—ÏÛÚÌ˚È
—‚Ó‰Ì‡ˇ ÒÂÒÚ‡
«ÓÎÓÚËÒÚ˚È Î‡·‡‰Ó (ÔÓÓ‰‡ ÒÓ·‡Í)
“ÂÚÛ¯Í‡
«‰ÂÒ¸ ÛÒ˚ÔËÚ¸
—‡ÏÓÒÚÓˇÚÂÎ¸ÌÓ
”‰Ó·ÂÌËÂ
»‰ËÎÎË˜ÂÒÍËÈ
ƒÓ·˚Ú˜ËÍ ‚ ÒÂÏ¸Â
ﬂÒÎË
¬ÓÁÓ·ÌÓ‚ËÚ¸
Œ˜ÂÌ¸ ÚÂÒÌ‡ˇ ÒÂÏ¸ˇ
Œ·˘ËÚÂÎ¸Ì˚È
œÓÏÂı‡
◊‡ÒÚÓ
œËÌÓÒËÚ¸
—ÛÏ‡Ò¯Â‰¯ËÈ (ÒÛ˘ÂÒÚ‚ËÚÂÎ¸ÌÓÂ)
—Ú‡‡ˇ ‰Â‚‡
œ˜ÂÎËÌ˚Â ÛÎ¸Ë
œÓÛ˜‡Ú¸Òˇ Á‡ ˜ÚÓ-ÎË·Ó
ÃÂÒÒËˇ
Œ‰ËÌÓÍËÈ ÔÓ Ì‡ÚÛÂ ˜ÂÎÓ‚ÂÍ
«‰ÂÒ¸ ÒÔ‡ÒÂÌËÂ

Проверочные вопросы и задания по теме "Семья"
Vivien
1) Nigelís wife is ... .
a) an actress
b) a computer programmer
c) an artist
2) Vivienís brother Chris lives in ... .
a) Hong Kong
b) London
c) South Africa
3) Vivien has got ... .
a) two brothers
b) three brothers
c) two sisters and a brother
4) Vivien used to visit her parents almost ... .
a) every month
b) every week
c) every year
5) Before Vivien left England, she gave her mother ... .
a) two cats
b) a dog
c) two dogs
6) Vivienís parents lived in Sri Lanka and India because ... .
a) they didnít like England
b) her father was retired
c) her father was a businessman
7) Nowadays in England ... go out to work.
a) all the women
b) few women
c) most women
8) Vivienís brother Chris is a stockbroker.
a) False
b) True
9) Vivien has to buy a lot of presents at Christmas.
a) True
b) False
10) Vivienís brothers are much younger than her.
a) False
b) True
11) Vivienís brother Nigel lives in London.
a) True
b) False
12) The stereotypical family in England is a husband, a wife, a child and a cat.
a) True
b) False
13) Vivienís brothers were brought up in Sri Lanka and India.
a) False
b) True
14) Vivien was born in India.

a) False
b) True
15) Nowadays in England, most women donít want to go out to work.
a) False
b) True
Thomas
1) Thomas writes to his parents ... .
a) every week
b) very often
c) occasionally
2) Thomas and his parents used to wake up at 6 in the morning to go to a local park ... .
a) to watch the sun set
b) to watch a football match
c) to watch the sun rising
3) Thomas, in his early childhood, spent a lot of time with his ... .
a) mother
b) father
c) school-mates
4) Nanna never stops ... .
a) making tea
b) making coffee
c) talking
5) What do Thomas and his grandmother have in common?
a) Christian religion.
b) Christian books.
c) Christian holidays.
6) Thomas has never met his ... .
a) motherís father
b) fatherís father
c) fatherís mother
7) Once Thomas organized for his class to go to visit his grandfather to watch ... .
a) him water his garden
b) his dogs
c) him work with his bees
8) On one of the walls there was a big picture of ... .
a) Queen Victoriaís sister
b) Queen Victoria
c) Queen Victoriaís father
9) Thomasí great aunt was a very good ... .
a) musical teacher
b) musician
c) writer
10) Thomas developed a deep love for classical music from ... .
a) his great aunt
b) his father
c) his grandmother
11) Whenever Thomas visited his aunt and uncle they always gave him ... .
a) many cakes and sweets
b) very old presents
c) very many pens and pencils

12) Thomas thinks that his father is not ... .
a) the sociable type
b) the family type
c) the friendly type
13) Thomasí aunt and her husband have ... .
a) five children
b) four children
c) three children
14) Thomasí father and his girlfriend are planning to move ... .
a) to America
b) into in new a house
c) into an old house
15) Thomasí father works with ... .
a) computers
b) his friends
c) his wife
16) When Thomas visits his mother, she tells him about ... .
a) new things sheís learnt to make
b) new things sheís bought
c) new things sheís going to make
17) Thomasí brother is ... .
a) an astronomer
b) a worker
c) an officer
18) Mariaís family members really ... .
a) hate each other
b) take care of each other
c) argue with each other
19) Thomas has very close contact with his family.
a) True
b) False
20) Thomas had a cat called Badger.
a) False
b) True
21) Thomas, sometimes, quarreled with his younger brother.
a) True
b) False
22) Thomasí grandmother takes care of her elderly neighbors.
a) True
b) False
23) Thomasí father is very religious.
a) False
b) True
24) Thomasí musical ability comes from his grandmother.
a) True
b) False
25) When Thomas and his brother visited their aunt they were always filled with cakes and sweets.
a) False
b) True
26) Thomas thinks that his father is a loner.

a) True
b) False
27) Thomasí aunt has six children.
a) False
b) True
28) Mariaís grandparents are over 80.
a) True
b) False

Œ т‚ÂÚ˚:

Family
Vivien: 1) c; 2) a; 3) a; 4) a; 5) a; 6) c; 7) c; 8) b; 9) a; 10) a; 11) a; 12) b; 13) b; 14) a; 15) a
Thomas: 1) c; 2) c; 3) a; 4) a; 5) a; 6) a; 7) c; 8) b; 9) b; 10) a; 11) a; 12) a; 13) b; 14) b; 15) a; 16) a; 17) a; 18) b;19)
b; 20) a; 21) a; 22) a; 23) a; 24) b; 25) b; 26) a; 27) a; 28) a

